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18 USC § 201 - Bribery ofpub1i.c officials and witnesses 

There Is I Update Pending. Select the tab below to view. 

US Code Notes Updates Authorities (CFR) 

Current through Pub. L. 113-36. (See Public Laws for the curIent Conm~ss.) 

(a) For the purpose of this section-

(I) the term "public official" means Member of Congress, Delegate, or Resident 

Commissioner, either before or after such official has qualified, or an officer or 

employee or person acting for or on behalf of the United States, or any department, 
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official function, under or by authority of any such department. agency. or branch of 
Government, or a juror; 

(2) the term "person who has been sele(ted to be a public official" means any person 

who has been nominated or appointed to be a public offiCial, or has been officially 

informed that such person will be so nominated or appointed; and 

(3) the term "official act" means any decision or action on any quest ion, matter, 

cause, SUit, proceeding or controversy, which may at any time be pending. o r which 

may by law be brought before any public official, in such official's official capacity, or 
in such official's place of trust or profit. 

(b) Whoever-

(1) directly or indirectly, corruptly gives, offers or promises anything of value to any 

public official or person who has been selected to be a public offiCial , or offers or 

promises any public official or any person who has been selected to be a public official 
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(A) to influence any official act; or 

(B) to influence such public official or person who has been selected to be a public 

official to commit or aid in committing, or co llude in, or allow, any fraud, or make 

opportunity for the commission of any fraud, on the United States; or 

(C) to Induce such public official or such person who has been selected to be a 
public offi cial to do or omit to do any act In violation of the lawful duty of such 

official or person; 
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(2) being a public official or person se lec ted t o be a public official, directly or 

indirectly, corruptly demands, seeks, receives, accepts, or ag rees to receive or accept 
anything of value personally or for any other person or enti ty, in return for : 

(A) being influenced in the performance of any offic ial act ; 

(8) being influenced to commit or aid in committing, or to col lude in, or allow, any 

fraud, or make opportunity fo r the commiss ion of any fraud, on the United States; or 

(C) being induced to do or omit to do any act in violation of the offic ial duty of such 

official or person; 

(3) directly or indirectly, corruptly gives, offers, or promises anything of value to any 
person, or offe rs or promises such person to give anything of value to any othe r 

person or entity, with intent to influence the te stimony under oath or affirmation of 
such first- mentioned person as a witness upon a trial, hearing, or other proceeding, 

before any court, any committee of ei.l~J House or both Houses of Congress, or any 

agency, commission , or officer authoriz€d by the laws of the United State s to hear 

evidence or take te stimony, or with intent to influence such person to absent himse lf 

therefrom ; 

(4) directly or indirectly, corruptly demands , seeks, receives, accepts, or agrees to 
receive or accept anything of value personally or for any other person or entity in 

return for being influenced in testimony under oath or affirmation as a witness upon 
any such trial , hearing, or other proceeding, or in return for absenting himself 
therefrom; 

shall be fined under this title or not more than three time s the monetary equ ivalent of 

the thing of value , whichever is greate r, or imprisoned for not more than fiftee n years , 

or both, and may be disqualified from hold ing any office of honor, trust, or profit 

under the United States, 

(c) Whoever-

(1) otherwise than as "provided 'by 1" W"fcrrthe proper discharge of official duty

(A) directly or indirectly gives, offers, or promises anythi ng of value to any public 

officia l, former public offiCial, or person se lected to be a public offiCial, for or 

because of any official act performed or to be performed by such public official, 

former public official, or person selected to be a public official ; or 

(8) being a public official, fo rmer publk offiCial, or person se lected to be a public 
official, otherwise than as provided by law for the proper d ischarge of official duty, 

directly or indirectly demands, seeks, receives , accepts , or agrees to receive or 
accept anything of va lue personally for or because of any official act performed or to 

be performed by such official or person ; 

(2) directly or indirectly, gives, offers, or prom ises anything of value to any person, 

for or because of the tes timony under oath or affirmation given or to be given by such 

person as a w itness upon a trial, hear ing, or other proceeding, before any court, any 
committee of either House or both Houses of Congress, or any agency, commiSSion, -'--"'''" __ '''''~_~~~'-'_'·' '·''d_'·_.'_''''''''_~'' _ ___ '''''''~ __ '''''' _'·_ ' _, _. ~ ... ,~ .. _ ~>"". _~ ..... _. ___ _ . ••.• _ _ • . __ • • ___ _ _ •• ,< • • _.-'-- •• _ _ • • > 
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or officer authorized by th e laws of the Un ited States to hear evidence or take 

testimony, or for or because of such person's absence therefro m; 

(3) directly or indirectly, demands, seeks , receives , accepts, or agrees to receive or 
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material delivered by any person in compliance with any such demand, such person may 

file, in the district court of the United Sta~ for the judicial district within which the 

office of such custodian is Situated, and Serve upon such custodian a petition for an 

order of such court requiring the performance by such custodian of any duty imposed 

upon him by this section. 

U) Whenever any petition is filed in any district court of the United States under this 

section, such court shall have jurisdiction to hear and determine the matter so 

presented, and to enter such order or orders as may be required to carry into effect the 

provisions of this section. 

UI has no control over and does not endorse any external Internet site that contains links 
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usc ) Title 18 ) Part I ) Chapter II ) § 224 ) 

18 USC § 224 - Bribery in sporting contests 

US Code Notes Updates 

(a) Whoever carries into effect, attempts to carry into effect, or conspires with any other 
person to carry into effect any scheme in commerce to influence, in any way, by bribery 

or both. 

(b) This section shall not be construed as indicating an intent on the part of Congress to 

occupy the field in which this section operates to the exclusion of a law of any State, 

territory, Commonwealth, or possess ion of the United States , and no law of any State, 

territory, Commonwealth, or possession of the United States, which would be valid in the 

absence of the section shall be declared invalid, and no local authorities shall be deprived 

of any jurisdiction over any offense over which they would have jurisdiction in the 
absence of this section. 

(c) As used in this section-

(1) The term "scheme in commerce " means any scheme effectuated in whole or in part 

through the use in interstate or foreign commerce of any facility for transportation or 

communication; 
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contestants or teams of contestants (without regard to the amateur or profess ional 
status of the contestants therein), the occurrence of which is publicly announced 

befo re its occu rre nee; 

(3) The term "person" means any individual and any partnership, corporation, 

association, or other entity. 

LlI has no control over and does not endorse any external Internet site that contains links 
to or references UI. 
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