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U.S. Code ) Title 28 ) Part I ) Ch apter 3 ) § 49 
PREV I next 

28 U.S. CODE § 49 - ASSIGNMENT OF JUDGES TO 

DIVISION TO APPOINT INDEPENDENT COUNSELS 

US Code Notes Updates 

(a) Beginning with the two- year period commencing on the date of the enactment of 

this section, three judges or justices shall be assi gned for each successive two- year 

period to a division of the United States Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia to 

be the division of the court for the purpose of appointing independent counsels . The 

Clerk of the United States Court of Appeals for the Di st rict of Columbia Circuit shall 

serve as the clerk of such divi sion of the court and shall provide such services as are 

needed by such division of the court. 

(b) Except as provided under subsection (f) of this secti on, assi gnment to such diviSion 

of the court shall not be a bar to other judicial assignments during the term of such 

division. 

(c) In assignin g judges or justices to sit on su ch division of the court, prior ity shall be 

given to senior circuit judges and retired justices. 

(d) The Chief Justice of the United States shall designate and ass ign three circuit court 

judges or justices, one of whom shall be a judge of th e United States Court of Appeals 

for the Di strict of Columbia , to such division of the court. Not more than one judge or 

justice or senior or retired judge or justice may be nam ed to such division from a 

particular court. 
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(e) Any vacancy in such divi sion of the court shall be filled only for the remainder of the FIl' 
two- year peri od in which such vacancy occurs and in the same manner as initial 

ass ignm ents to such division were made. 

(f) Except as otherwise provided in chapter :J:.Q of this ti t le, no m ember of such divi sion 

of the court who participated in a function conferred on the division under chapter 40 

of this title involving an independent counsel shall be eligible t o participate in any 

judicial proceeding concerning a matter which involves such independent counsel while 

such independent counsel is serving in that office or which involves the exercise of such 
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